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CONGRESSIONAL.

SPEECH OF MR, SMITH,
OF TENNEMSHE,

On the paturalisation lsws and know-nothingiem ; deliv-
ered in the Fouse of ilepresentatives February 6, 1855,
Mr. SMITH sald |
Mr Csameax : 1t bad pot been iy intention to addres |

the Howse upon any subject during the present |

session ; but the introdustion of a bill, by vae of my col

Jengues, [Mr. Taveon, | 10 alter the naturalization laws, has

induced ne 1o change thut dotermipation, and claim the

indulgence of committen while | submit my views on |
this imper . This 1 shall do very briefly, s 1|
wish htlm oo of the causes which have led 1o this |
"“’-ﬂ‘i. %] wite sibject for discassion, nnd if there |
exiits hay In the present law, it (mrht to be amend. [
el Before a foreigner can become a citiren of this coun-

try, under the laws of Congress, he wust provein opes

16t A residence of Mve yearsin the United States,
ad. A residence. of one year in the State or Territory |
bere application is made.

'311. A good weral character. E
4th, Attachment to our gover fon, nntl]

Wi,
h;nd, in nddition to this, the applicant must tuke an oath |
of sbjuration of alleginnee 1o all foreign powers whatso-
ever, and particulariy that prinoe or potentate of which he
‘wa list & subjeet, aud the onth of

w;hﬂau Jiws are not properly enforced, it is not the fault
of the legislature, nnd new  statutes would not likely en-

more attention from the judiciary than the old. 1f|
ﬁ‘h a4 it now stands, be uwutedb;::( forelgner but a|

W, |
of acler onn o over e A citlon of
"It 15 onid, however, thit the object of the mover of this |

new law s to prevent the immigration of foreign paupers, |
oony nnd Ilinu into this country; and the fmporta-

tion of elnsses from foreign countries is the evil now
complained of. If such charncters are imported into this
country it is an evil, and it is our duty 1o remedy it. But
bow are we to do it?  Will the of the naturaliza-
tion laws bave that effect? Certainly not. On the con-
trary, it would necomplish directly reverse of what the
advocates of repeal claim ng ita real ohject. « The classes of !
foreigners sought to Le excluded eare nothing for political
ﬂ;hg. M‘o not aspire to the dignity of citizenship
and make no inguiry into the political laws of the country
to which they flee, But it is different with those who
come here, not ne tives from justice, but to better their
condition in life, to enjoy the privileges of our free in-
stitutions.

| shall not now enter into n discussion of the power of
Congress to determine the qualifeation of voters in the
States. Tdo not beligve we have any such power under
the constitution ; und were we to pass a Inw extending the
time necessury for naturalization to twenty-one years, it
would not affect  the number of votes cast by foreigners at
mf of our elections. The right to vote, and the right 1o
hold propmg,m only incidents of eitizenship and moy
be conferred hy the ntures ma sl“hr‘:ll nupon whom-
soaver mAy see proper, w er foreign or native
bore: elons & tor seeks to amend u statate in refor-
ence 10 ANy Bl ho ought to understand what the old
law in, the evil, if any, that grows out of i, und the proper
Mﬂ to correct that evil. My colleague seems to hive

ied neither, but seeks to base the legislation of Con-
KFes8 upon . popu rejudice, nnd to carry into the stat-
ute-book i cond u’&n of o religious creed, This ia in
direct conflict with the spirit of the constitution of the
United States—nnd syeh legistation is inconsistent with
the character of the American Congress,

1 am willing 1o vote for o law, 1 care not how stringent
its provisions may be, 10 exclnde paupers, conviets, and
felons from onr shorea. But, while I am in favor of such a
law, | eannot give my sanction to one which will exclude
men of repulation and charapier from our land.

Hut, Mr, Chisirman, | canngl believe that the object of
this movement to 1 ar modify is brought forward for
the honest, purpose of improviog the oaturalization laws
of the country. It hns another object in view—another
lm ose to nceomplish, 1t seeks to engender prejudices,
umlnlnd contention between the native and adopted citi-
geni, In order to aid, encouragre, and strengthen the new
m which hus sprong inte existence, very approprintely

1, {ts constit

KXOW-NOTHINGIEM,

This ubiquitons organization seems to be shrouded in s
much darkness as the forms and ceremonies of the ancient
Eleusinian mysteries; but—

1 Bo thou & spirit of health or goblin damned ;
5. thy intents wicked or charitable—
com'st in such a questionable shape
That 1 will speak to thee.”
d in speaking to or of' this new party, T shall discuss
It In the Wllowing order:
181.- Ha origin and constituent elements.
ﬁ lu.:hju:ud e e
18 and assumed principles; and
4th. It fruits and uitimate uenees,

This, air, prescuts & large field for discussion, and 1 can-

nob bope o do justice to the subject in the brief tiwe al-

-me for its consideration. | do noi treat this organi-
{ lightly, 1is secrecy gives it efficiency in netion,
and arms it with power to do good or evil. [t has had but
a brief exigtence, and bas already startled the timid by jw
wonderful success, Time-serving politicians, demagogues,

g

and nted office-seekers, see in ita moans of elovi-
tion to in the public councils, and corrapt men find
inita to cover their demerit through the secrecy of
ita Many “good men and true” have also
jo the pew order under the belief that it is un honest

m’l&u to Unilolics nnd foreigners, and shrewd politi-
logk to it s a means of ingrafiing upon the govern-
ment their favorite achemus of Qolﬁjllml economy. A ecare-
!'1;1 {nquiry, hoTt ) iinfioll! ori ‘ul.,elmem;i ol "iecla, prin-
ciples, and resu s inmy  Judgmen its magi-
ﬂqﬂ wn,md'd%d_ to nr‘{ astonis pt:ur;h ite dark
auﬁ:u and dangerons tendencics,
Tta origin and conatitient elements.

The origin of thia new party is, to some extent, shrouded
in mystery, Itissaid to have been siarted in the city of
fork by asi individual on socount of his prejudice
ngaingt & Oatholic foreigner. It made but little progress
duiring the first aud socond yeurs of 118 existence.  Its origi-
nator, however, persevered in bis undertaking, and gather-
od into the of the new organisation the maleontents of
the cxisting political parties, ‘Those who had not the
merit to thie fisvor of the people upon any published
politieal e were early induced to join it, in the hope of
either acquiring place or wreaking their vengennce on
those whowm the had honored with their confidence,
, 1o, were nto the order out of cariosity and o
desire to kow the principles and ceremonies of ‘w secrot
political society. By these means it gradoally gained
ktren und ultimntely wis enabled to carry & municipal
in one of the northern citles. This was not g0 much
attributableto its vumerical strength o4 to its secret concen-
tration upon an individual who was not known to bea candi-
date for office. The attention of the country was then, fur the
first time, nttracted 10 the new party. It continued to de-
m earrying most of the municipal elections in the |
ties, without, however, mnking itself vigible un- |

til the election was over, and it was forced to make its ap-
sr:nm to claim the spoils of victory, and to force ulw—l
ce 1o lts commands, We all remembor the exciting
election that came off in this city in June lnst, which ve
sulted in the defont of one of the best executive officers
s¥er known to the city of Washington. This gave such
e t to the new order that it soon beowme the
waylum for all fhe political malcontents in the country ;|
and, with this sdditional rlnmﬁi:lru soon after enabied
to carry the city of Philadelph eeting its mayor and
most of ihe members of council in “the City of Brotherly
Love” Up to this time, Mr. Chnirman, hoth political par-
ties dn the Sauth had stood aloof from the new organis- |
tion. The democratio party took bold ground against ity
and denounced it as fraught with evil 10 the conutry. The
whig purty contented itself simply by “holding ity pesce,”

::::nl - “ng“:lch dﬂe!opmc}r::u n.; would indicate the
new party, that they might determi
I«kﬂger wjﬂhltmw‘: ik < "

What, sir, was the condition of the two great politieal
parties of the country at this time ?
lll_ the tial clection of 1842 the democrats had
mmd lmu'ﬁv?: nri ;hu !.hlr;y-on; Btates of the Union;
elocted their President, sod Lad a b majority in
bath branches of Congress.  The whig p:;“. on the other |
hand, was wot o ted by an un ented mnjori-
"-{. but was denationalized by s divislon of jis mem 8, |
Narth aud Sonth, on the &N\ll.’lul‘l of slavery. The north-|

[
|

' who seeks pu
leginnes or fidality 10 o o win the

| ation of the onth taken by the members of this new party ;

| nssume, their elementary principles remsin the same—ihe

VOLUME IV.

jeation s a political g o their hopes and |
wishes and fdln-‘n Lﬂq“:d a::;d ﬂ:: sooner h:a:!“ tri-
umpbant suceess been heral mqm ]
w twrmmuuholmw.mwwmmw toas'

1. F1

(did the petty kings of ludia to the staudard of Alexander | party, sud, this dove, 1o enlail upon the

the Great, iu his march feom the Indus to the Hydaspes.

That party now gives to it its principal element of
strength ; and whon we covsider that the new order s
"UWMU{ hhip, bolitioniss, 1 ligh fanstics, nud |
political malcontents, it will readlly be perceived that ele- |
wents o ineongraous in  themselves, and so fatal 1o the |
public weal, casnot be held without extraordin
nnd unnatural obligetions, of which 1 shall now speal
under the hesd of

Tty mode of action.

This, Mr. Chalrman, prosents one of the most serious ob- |
Jections 1o this novel geganization, and must ultimately .J
lend 1o the mont perious consequences and flagrant abuses.

wession of the offioes, the bonors, and l'lh
the government, It has it eye steadlly

In this model republic, where pubilic sentiment controls not
only the desting of men, but the destiny of the nation, there
is something revolting in the idea of secrery ln the action,

conduct, or principles of any political organization,

e anly weans by which the people can arrivent a cor-
kuowf«l of the principles, poliey, and merits of him

o faver and n ralwon in the couneils of
Stte, b by publio discussion.  And he who dares withbold

from the electors his opinions on the political topics of the
day i apt to be dnnn_r rebuked by the people

when they ceme to exarcise the bigh privilege of choosing

their public servants.  This new ooder, bowever, attempts

t eatablish n new precedent in political conduct.  Instead

by wn appenl to the correctness |
aad Justios of it ¢ it peduces them jnto a midnight

councll, and, ere the sstanished fnitinnt has time to recover

from bis amasemont at what he sees wod hears aroond him,

(s induced to tnke o most horrid oath, which binds him #s

anppint any candidate for politicad offiee who shall be noming-

.':f  the owder to whieh he helongs,  This, sir, s no exagjrer-

rec!

and, althoagh we have it pot o aey authentic shapo from
the order ielf, yet it comes o us in such reliable form that
1 apprebend it will not be denled. | have before me the
“Troe American” of the 294 December lust, whose editor
was oue of the first to advocate the new organization, and
who attached himsell to var onoen At an early day, In
combatting the tyranny of the Grand Council of the State
of New York, be uses the fullowing language:

4 Now, mark, we are mot bound te vote for o eandidate
of the grand council’s nomiuation, but for asy member of The
onpkm, eome from way souree his nomination may."

This, air, is equivalent to abollshing all the high privi-
leges of the elective franchise, which has been properly de-
nominated the “bulwark of Awerleun liberty,” 1t takes
from the elector the privilege of choosing for whom he
shall vote. [t ties his hands, and his conscience must sub-
mit.  His vote is the commodity of & secret council or the
edict of u pecret society, nud he dare not question the
propriety of ite dispensation, As immaculate as this new
party claims to be, it is not without its difficalties and dis-
sengions ; and these have led to disclosures which exhibit
its tyrnnny and unfold its diark designs, to the annoynace
of its votaries and the sstonishwent of a curions world,
The ishing developments made in this new order,
ufter the late election in the great State of New York—
that seat of political wonders, which is said to have given
hirth to the new y—ehow that [t exerclees o censor-
ship which would have damnped the seoret conncil of
Venice, and practises o despotism worthy only of & seeret
policy of Austrinn spies. In that election the “know-
nothing” eandidate wns unsuccessful ; and ns soon as it
was ascertained that some of the order had voted contrary
to the directions of their masters, the geand couneil imme-
dintely nggembled, and passed the following resolution :

4 Resoleed, Thal the respective counclls under the juris-
diction of this grand council, by thelr proper allivers, are
hereby instructed and re?nlrd to withhold the term-— pass
from, nnd forthwith expel from the council, all brothers who
did not, as aforesaid, fully support the sominations in the
last preceding resolution refurred to W iy an-
awer as herealter required, or who l‘dl not offer an excuse
satisfactory to the eounell for such non-support, and that, for
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trensury, and (o its politenl warfire regards the end s oot duywof thet warld mnow tressouable dociriaes st ted
janlf,d:g m-uumlllmh 1o vrerthrow the democTatic mv"r h?n, Popery haa never pd groater power ;| but time will .m“p::h - L
OUUBLEY & ayElom now, with sablushing effron theee men epenk with IMMIH.I.IMIW o
of mensures which has been repoatedly mud sigually con- harror of the p-ulp-‘i!-ue e by the Pope, wnd enll | wealth, She cannot long :ﬁlmﬁ::‘ru“% that
demued by the American people. This new party fisds | apon os o'ald them in extermi tin religlon | Wowerlng monument which overlooks her chief city, erected
the loose avenues 1o the grensury closed them. The | from onr “ Oy, Shae | i thy blush ¥ We | o commemornte the battke of our umgtim-ry
army of supernumernry officors have been “banished the | have fallen %ﬁm I have buen hm'ghllhhﬁi-d’ rights, equal laws, and the frendom
realm ;" the |-¥;u of secret |m£:m-of the customs have | Heve that was the religion of o of consclence. :
been stricken from the @ Blue i and the very foun- | (hat 4 was ouly irie cxponent of the doctrines of | From the groat Bupire State they have returned whigs
tiing of the public service have been elenosod of thé jmpa- | Uhrist; that invincible, and was warching oo con- | or abolitionists in the stead of Unlon-loving and constita-
rities and corraptions. which pervaded every department quering sud te , reclabmio s the world from saper- to democents.  From New Jersey, that gallant
of the government during the late sdmiolsteation. Sueh stitions errar priently deception  that it wae desighed | little State, within whose borders the most important bai-
dudt ln the goment of the g does not | 10 carry the taths. of the Guspel Lo every partion of this | ties of our revalution wers one danocral apd four
suit those who wake politics o profession, and seek public  globe “whire the ocean rolls o wave or the earth bears n | fusionists have been returned to (he next Congress. Aud
place ouly for its pecunlary profit, Such an_sdwinistra- | plant” But, sfr, | do not believe this 1 to te ritcomplivhed | in Pen herelofore has kuowa 6o
tion must meet the aoserupulous opposition of the tribe of | by making wir wpon eiwr rol erends, or by the mine | North, no Soull, but bas been troe 10 the whale coun
Edphiumwﬁn;eu.-:ﬂdlthﬂwh ud‘h:l:;;u::“iﬂ“ﬁ : Iltihn i_lnwmﬂm in pewco and in war, this new order has not ouly stricke
1 upon 1 ublie treasury, Mence ect | Holy Master th m e in sevular concerns or sectional | down democrats whose natlonality was verbial,
g s party o bredk down & democratic ddnilnistrs- | siee Tt Ekone. " * ekar. nad “Clsar the things that | they have invaded the of thelr e . -

thom, and ‘lo destroy the demoeratic Y.
But it is snid by the members of

| wre €
new order that both | Upon this sd

s’ was the advice which Jesus | his

the Protestants have acted, and throvgh

the old political parties have become
wnd their olject is to build up A new oue on the ruing o

new party to be constructed !
nent organization that cluimed o existence outside the win
nnd demoeratic partics wi the abolition phrty. And this
that the new order has almost entirely absorbed. |
emy, however, thal the masses of cither of the parties are
corrupt.  So fur as the chargs way be applicable to those
who make it, | will' admit it i true; but such selfstulufi-
ention, such acknowledgmen! of ane's own corruption and
that of those with whom he has been long associated, will
meet with the signel rebuke and sumonry condemnation
which it so justly merits st the hands of the peaple.

Another reason is given by the gentleman from Mary-
lund, [ Mr, tiul.;.sunr] the eloguent chismpion of the order on
this floor for the formation of the new party. In bis
speech n few woeks ginee, he savs: J

“lmok at the two ol partics, Nearly every question
thet originally divided them has been swept away.  The
question of the establishment of a Bank of the United
States has been long since settled; never | beliove to be ret
vived, The question of the tarith has been adjusted, or ot
lenst ity principles so well settled that no one drenms of
ever agnin moakiog it a party question. The question of
how lﬁu publie lands shiall be disposed of lns coused to be
a party guestion ; for, although not yet adjusted, the con-
flicting views entertained by individnals attached to both
the nlﬁ partics has taken it from the arsnn of rurr.?- cou-
flict, and so. of every other guestion that formerly givided
the democrntic and whig parties,”

Yea, sir, the question of a United Siates Bank has been
settled, and the opposition are deprived of this lever to
move publie sentiment in their favor. The question of the
tariif bs algo settled, and they no longer derivenny advantage
from the eaptivating cry of © protection to the home in-
dustry of the conntry.” To these may be added the ques-
tion of the inflependent trensury, which, in 1840 and 1844,
furnished my friead from Maryinnd such o froitful theme
for discussion in delineating his character, and deducing
its origin from the financal systems of European despot-

SInH.

Hut how, 1 agk, have these questions been disposed of?
Certainly not to suit the views of these who control the
destiny of the new party, They have been settled upon
the urfxinul rinciples of the demoeratic party. In the
settlement Jﬂm&u questions we had to meet the most des
termined oppesition of those who now compose this new
arder.  Many difficulties bad 1o be encountered, and many
uhstaoles overcome, by the democratio party in the settle-
ment of these greal questions of national polivy ; snd the
acknowledgment by the opposition that they have been
seitled in such manper a2 to give satisfuction to the coun-
ey I8 the highest tribute 1o the wisdom and patriotism of
that party nnder whose anspices these important resulls
biave been acoomplished.  And now, sir, if democrats desire]
to overthrow this system of policy insugurated by them-
selves, and which bas not only e;cu gatisfaction to the
whale conntry, but has extorted from its opponents the ag-

that purpose, sald officers are fully emp ol
and require of ench member, of his or their conneil, that he or
they do deelare with uplified band, in vouncil, for
whom he or they voted at the great Ngvemwber election, and
excase, if any they have to offer, for suoh non-support as
nforesnid.” -

This decree of the grand couneil met the determined qp-
pogition of some of the subordinste couneils and inde
pendent members of the order, and caused the editor of
the “True American,” a member of the new party, to ex-
claim ns follows ; 4

“¢ Are Americans, eond of freemen, to be driven to the
polls like a herd of cattle, there to duposite ballots fur bypo-
criles, knaves, or scoundrels, to them known to be such—
men they individually deride and despise—under the pain of
imperial displeasure {

“We who opposa  Romanism upon the ground of absolu-
tism in political matters, and contemn [ s For its sec-
tional intolerance, are probubly among the last to succumb to
an imperinlism which exceeds the broadest despotism of Kus-
#in or Austrin. And still, in the name of liberty, of Christian
froedom, of regeneration from slavery, we are commanded
either to lick the feet of our would-be masters, or to with-
draw from oom ip with our brethren, ¢ Oh, liberty !
what crimes are committed in thy name!' " ‘

The dissatisfuction did pot stop here, but, as before re-
marked, entered the subordinnte cnuncilm And at o mest-
ing of the order in Brooklyn the following premmuble and
regolution were unanimously sdopted :

“ And wherens the sald granid eouneil, at their recent ses-
wion, adopted a resolution originally suggested by 1. A, T,
Granbury, requiring the members of this order, under eor-
tain paing and penalties, to confes, under oath, how they
voted at the recent election, in palpable violation of the
rights and privileges seeured to, and 2o highly prized by,
wvery true American: Therefore,

i Rewotoed, That we repudinte and condemn the aforemen-
tiomod netion of the grand council us anei- Amerionn, anti-pe-
publican, and the most wnwarrantable, abominable, nud dan
gerous assnmption ol despotic power ever attempted in this

blio; in its confesnional, penance, and threats of oreom.

et ian Iml{ equalled by the holy snguisizion of Spein, und

(&n!y \s;orl.hy ot imitation by the grand rouneil of cardinals at
ame,"

These proceedings, Mr. Chairman, are & key o unlock
the motives and designs of this new party, and to disclose
the reason for the necessity of secrecy in its operations
It distruste the people, nnd has no confidence in their capnei-
ty for self-government. It is conscions of the fallacy of its
own political cread, nnd hence requires an oath to support
it If they have confidence in the patriotism of the people,
and their eapacity for self-government, why not 7o bt};ﬂl
them, in open day, and unfurl their baoner, with ther
principles inseribed upon it, und rely upon the justness of
their canse for theic triumphant sueoess?  This want of
confidence in the people has cxisted in the minds of those
in favor of strong, consolidated governments since the
foundation of the world ; and oaths have been resorted to
to bind men to constaney in that which, upon reflection,
they know to be wrong. Such was the case in ancient
Athens, when thirty of its most virtuous citizens wore ban-
fuhed the city. The authorities, conselous of the infamy of
their conduct, and satisfied that, upon sober reflection, the
peaple would repent, and reverse the decree; required them
1o takte nn oath nover to mention even the return of the
Lanighod patriots.  This is the only precedent | nm awnre
of tor know-nothingism in the United States. This new |
party, it is teue, has not the power of carporal punishment,
s hid the sulfetes of the city of Athens.  But it is equally
i ble in its d y I8 abgol s bmer-
viency in all its subjects, at the peril of excommunication,
Such principles, such conduct, miny have been excusable in
the duys of Pag , but is unl Ing the freest prople
on earth, in this age of progress, where the public will §s
the public Inw of the land.

Tta objects and asswmed principles.

1 agree with my eloquent friend from South Caruling
{Me. Kerer] that theve exist bul two essential parties in this
country ; nod whatever nnmes they muy from Ume to time

one contending for a striol, the other a free construction of |
the constitntion ; the ope ndvoeatiog Hinles' rights, the
other consolidation. And (hese parties have oxisted ever |
sinoe the foundation of t o The democentic|
party has always existed under the samn dvame, wnd its ele-
mentary principles have undergono no changes.  The op-
E:dlioa party has had almost ns many names a5 Proteos

A shapes ; and, h‘ﬁnﬁ’ exhnasted the catalogue, now ke
sume one unhmwn"ll den secret, discoverable only by
“sigus and wonders” It first exigted under the name of
the “federal party ;" and, under the lead of o Hamilton and
an A 4 an lafl and ded » re-
spect which have not de dod to its nﬁprins.i
under any of the varlous tithes whieh it has sinee sesimod.
This 1 not the ficst thme the apposition bas changed [ |
name. Whenever defented under owe name, chameloon- |
ko, it another. In one canyass it appears undoer |

oy u’m, t:ftht party bad hecome thmwgbhl‘y. boliti

ized, mnd it ¥ for the of the |
Houth 10 cut loase from togic porthern nllies to prevent the
M_&hlhukou ing them. |

in their last Bope of & future national tei-!
umph under i , and disclosed to them |
the ity of fome jos of transdbstantint to o~ !
ble them te the destroying elements of their |

party; North and South, to enable thom again to get |
session of the offices and emolumenta of the mvtmml
The whig party, therefore, looked to the suoouss of this new |

| under

the name of “federalist,” and in another ander the cogno-|

mon of *ailooal republicans” Again it appoars b “on- |

tive Americans,” ...3 then under seductive name of

“whig.” !’dl:;;, however, to attain permansnl Sucoess
i ken sskmwirn o thons Uil ket o 1 o

an & n o i e

" .mm of ita title would siby

it to the fem- |

Ay
-:Kudmwo. But, Mr. Ohwivman, whatever name | the United States, und attempted o Ilﬁnﬁd’::ﬁtlthth.krmw

the new party may nssume, it has one lading objeot
view—and that is, the soquisition of power .ns

in
the pos- “the oame

knowledgment of its wisdom, it justice, and adaptation to
the wants of the republic, let them join this new o iza-
tion in sufficient numbers to give it o ngtional triumph.
It will thea declare its real objects; it will sweep from the
statute bobk those salotary lews under which the country
now prospers, and enact in their stend that odious system
of measureg which disgraced the whig party in 1841,

Such ls';’l' the objects of the new purty, | will now turn
my attention to its wvowed principles. These consist in
the repeal or modifieation of the naturalization laws, and
the proseription of the Catholie rveligion. OF the first of
these nssnmed principles, T have already spoken, and must
now content mysell with submittiog my views on the di-
vine pretensions of this modern inguisition. 1 do not come
ne the advoente of the Catholie religion, or the spologist
of the Cnatholie faith, Believing; o8 | always have, in the
religions doetrines of my ancestors, |
bibed w prejudice against the tenets of the Uathalic Ohureh,
and these early impressions have unever been removed. |
diggent from ite dovtrines, tdisenrd its horesies, und denounce
its persecution, In religion 1 oppose Catholics, a8 in poli-
ties 1 do whigs ; believing the masses of both 10 be honest
in their wotives, nnd sincere in their intentions, but wrong
in their doctrines,

I am n Protestant beeause | believe its teachings to be
ihe teachings of the Bible, and ite religion the religion of
onr Saviour. But while | nm strong in jny own faith, 1
seorn to proseribe others who differ from me in religious
sentiment. 1 do not peek (o dive down into the bearts of
men to ferret out their religious dogmas, but would eecure
to every denomination their constitutionn] “right to wor-
ship God necording to the dictates of their own conscienee.”
Who does not deplore the melancholy specticle now pre-
sented by the church in this free and happy country on
aecount of the political aspirations of large numbers of the
clergy!  Politieal diseussions have entered their annusl and
general conferences, und sectiona) controversies have usurp-
od the time devoted by the fathers of the chiurch to the ex-
position of the Word of God. A

Alrendy have we secn its buneful influence on the most
powerful branch of the Protestant chiurch in America, 1)
vided by its sectional strife, and torn asunder by the ambi-
tion of a portion of e elergy, not belng able to live to-
ruluer in® and harmony,” it hag sought contentrment
n & dissolution of its union, and & division of its ecclesins-
tienl gover Other de inntions nre said to be fol-
lowing in the same wake; nnd ere the close of the new vol-
ume, now opesed o record the bistory of religious perse-
cution and intdlerance in Ameriea, may we not well fear
that the church will be stripped of its hulg’ pauaply, and
be clotbed in the tattered rags of religions fanaticism, lta
moral influence destroyed by (18 own internal dissensions,

its pocient glories must be Inid low in the dust,  The ma-
st siﬂnn which support the sered edifice must crum-
e and fall,

““ And one prodiglous ruin swallow all,"

Sir, | reveromce the American clergy | and what |
them in refs to their politieal conduet is intenddd to
apply only to those who, in discegard of theie holy calling,
seck to nsurp the place of the politician, and control, by
thelr clerfienl influence, the legislation of the country.
Sach n course on thelr part can only lead to disputes and
contention between the different denominations of Chris-

tially corrup | o
ward,

the old. And here | would sslk, of what waterial is the | army with
Heretofure the enly promi-| had any

at an enrly day, im-| B0

say of |

thans, and canse n sinful world to distrost the sinoerity of

every branch of the chureh of God.

| the fiest families in Vieginia.

trinls they have ma steadily one
victories for their cnuse which “wn
" vould wot have dose | have not
of thelr ultimate soccess; but T do net
helievn  that this =sucoess can be hastened by an al-

dnnee politienl isms of the day, 1tis not neces-
sary now, in the middle of the binetewnth eeutury, afior
hnving #0 wany battles in the “'ﬁ any uhﬁnd #0
many to connect themselves with any secret po-
litheal osod of the fannties of every lue,
the pliviend et

from every on, mod the scoffers at all, such as have
calisted under flng of knew-nothingiam, Lot

the success which has attendud the open, manly advooney
of their faith in all climes animate nnd enconrmge them 1o
continue in a course which communds the approltion of
all good und must receive the cormmendation of their
Mnster, who char them (o keep their garments une
ﬂpl.llw(! from the world. But, sir, should they be sedured,
and turned nside from the exalted conrse which hetetofore
they have pursued, sod enter into the politiesl arenn, and,
instead of preaching peace on earth mud good-will 1o man,
they ahall raise the stindard of persecution wnd politieal
proscription, the teachings of Luther and Melancthon and
the triumpha of the P ot Church will have been in
vain; and we will be thiown back upon the thnes when it
was considered an aeceptable sacrifice to God to torture
l:aid burn at the stake all who were of a different religions
creed. f

The experience of the world proves that religious perse-
cutions have been a more fruitful source of wars and blood-
shed than the ambition of mennrchs or the disputes of na-
tions; nnd that the perdecuted sect has cver grown stronger.
Religion cannot be pr by force, nor ean it be put
down by foree. Asa Protestant, 1 protest against this
erusade nst the Ontholic Oburch. 1 most freely nccord
to them the right | claim for myself—the right 1o worship

d according to the dictates of thelr own consclence, To
od, and Bot to man, they are respoasible for their evrors,
I deny that there is any evidence that they desire a union
of Church and State in this wu:ttz. In all of the riots
which have taken place in the North, in resisting the exe-
cution of the ¥ fugitive-alave law,” or for other causes,
thoy have set an example of obedicoce to the lnws which
has put to shame their traducers. But [ must leave this
branch of the subject, and turn my attention now
To the fruits and consequences of thia new order,

Not long after the election in this city, two members of
this House were invited to address the citizens of this Dis-
trict upon the all-absorbing topic of know-nothingism,
They attended a meeting at Carusi's Saloon, but were not

mitted 1o address the audience. They were hissed and

ted down by the members of this order, who assembled
in puflicient force to overawe the pesceful, lnw-nbiding viti-
2ens there assembled. In vain were the new police, ap-
pointed by the know-nothing mayor, invoked to preserve
order. As well might the andience have attempted to
Vignl] gpirits from the vasty deep;” the palice were not to be
found. This was the first publie demonstration of the in-
tolerant spirit of this order. But, sir, disgraceful ns 1his
exhibition was, it was not attended with that violence and
bloodshed which have characterized their proceedings in
other parta of our country. There was no burning of
churches erceted to the living God, no sacking of convents,
the sbode of those angels of merey, the Sisters of Charity ;
no blood was shed—no murder done. Bul the spirit man-
Ifested was the same ns- that exhibited in other sections of
the country where these things were done.

It is not, however, my intention to go into a hinm:s of
the riots and bloodshed which this order has provoked in
the northern States, but ta speak of the political results
which it has secomplished.

We wre told by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr, Soi-
Lers] that this party “knows no North, no South, no Enat,
est,” and that “it is national enough to cover all purts
of this widespread confederncy.” What evidence bas it

{ven of such exalted and extended patriotism?  Judged
ﬁ_r the fruite it has produced, there is nothing in it w cowm-
mend 1t to the Amoriean people, and more eapecially the
people of the South, Dut, on the contrary, the results of
the Iate eleetions in the northern States are well enleulated
to cause the peaple of the South to pause and reflect before
entering into bonds with this new seet. Look to the record.
They have revolutionized Maine, and®sent to the Senate of
the United States an open, avowed, nncompromising abo-
litionist in the place of Bradbyry, & national demoerat ; and
to this House (with but one exception) they have retrned
abolitioniste, or—what anmounts to about the same in
the North—whigs.  Aud the old Hay State——which stood
shoulder to shonlder with the foremost in the dnys that tried
men's souls § whose sons gave their time, means, and talents
to the good work ; and who, notwithstanding her modern
heresies, hns ever bl men by the Congress of the United
States who have commanded the respect and ndmiration of
the whole country—how fures it with her 7 In her recent
election all men of enlarged and  statesmanlike viows were
displaced to make room  for Burlingame, Coming, Davis,
and Kuapp, abolitionists of the darkest hue.  And in the
other braneh of Congress, the seat once filled and adorned
by Webster, Chonto, and Everett, is now o be disgraced
by Henry Wilson | who, it is sald, was n supporter of Henry
Clay in 1844—n sapporter of Van Buren nod Adams in
1 84R—n conlitionist in 1850—a repubilican tiT 1854, and af-
terwards & know-nothing.  His only inquiry has ilot_'n for
the shortest cut to office. A graphic picture, Mr. Chair-
tonn, but w true one, and o faitblul likeness of more than
one prominent member of this new pharisaical sect. 1 do
not wish to do injustice to Mr. Wilson ; and a8 his election
ja one of the most important political nets of the new party,
1 lieg leave to read n short speech of his, made in Boston
on ’Fhuredny last, at an anti-elavery meeting, and also an
extract from the speech of Mr. Burl]ny('lme & know-nothing
wiember to the next Congress, which, it will be seen, is fully
endorsed by the Massachusetts senntor. Mr. Hurlingsme
paid 2

o1 asked to state
answer @ lat, repeal

cilieally what he woald do, he would
e Nebraska bill ; 2d, repoal the fugi-

tive-slave lnw ; 3d, abolish Mavery in the INstrict of Colum-
hl:u:llt'ho MLIII the inter-Htate :Inu trade ; next he would
declare

u:rrimr; the Union ; he would then put the government |

wotunlly and perpotually on the side of fresdom, by which he
trant {h&i a br! ht—et:d boy in Massachusetts shoald have as
a chanee for promotion in the navy ns & boy of one of

He would have our foreign

Bt we are told that one of the purposes of the movers | consuls take side with the noble Kossuth and againdt the pa.

of this new order of things is to counternct the seeret and
mischlevous desigos of Momanism ! If the republic were

theirs the meaus to ward off the evil 7 The founders o
confederncy foresuw the dunger that in after-times might
mennce its stabilliy, and, as they hoped, secirely shiclded it

from the trensonnble designs of all iowenal foes. 1t 8 DOW | Lyt tow
discovered that onr forefuthers were not the seers our wd- | plo you to the earth. |

miration has credited them 1o be; that the so-much-talked-
of ' aharter of our liberties™ is butink nond parchuent | and
the supposed impregnable barcier it offers agaios the am-
bitious designs of all mliﬁiuu: “dominions and powers”
but o Himsy paper wall. Roman Catholiciem, after haviog

lost it power over the poor, ignorant mesees of :“m‘:}i f
|

the savans of thess conelaves now discover fn the net
raising iwell into the first places of this, the first and most
enligh , the purest and freest nation upon the glohe.
And how do they propose to avert the monstrons evil
they pretead to see lurking sbout the body
union of Church and State, directly or indirectly, would be
A consummation so dumniog that we cannot with calmnoss

imperilled, ns they claim that it is, is theird the way or|
the |
|

Jguliw:'r A | rhse on & master not set on & slave.'”
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tion ; hug it o your antil it destroys you, Hut
would say you must let our freedom alone, [ Applause,
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nelingnme had taken his seat there were loud
inued ealls for “Wilson ;" ln suswer to which H.u|

contemplate even its remole possibility.  Homsnism 19
openly charged with such a design.  Aod bow do their ac-

nod
Henry Wilson spoke as follows :

S M. Chiabrman and ladios and gentlemen : This is not the

i Yo seve the coustzy om the eyl o e You have listen. | » Mexican.  The lady told her droam, aod by the lste mails
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the home of the great leader of the dem-
ocratie party; the able advocate of the dootrine of
“non-intervention,” aod  know-

the ‘whigs, nbolitionists,

nex 3
I following resolutions :

“ Rasoleed, That our senators in Congress be, and they
are hereby, instrucied, our repr ati sted, Lo
vote for, and ose their best exertions o

procure the passage
af, an ot of Congress that ehall prohibit the introduction gr
exeroise of slavery in any of the Territories of the United
Htates, and upanf:lly in Kansas and Nebraska, and to fntro-
duce, withaut deluy, u bill for the latter parpose.

“ Rusoloed, That our senators in Congress be, and they
are hereby, instrocted, and our repr tives requested, to
upa their best exertions to procurs the immediate repeal of
th wet of 1850, known as the fugitive slave law.”

From these resolutions it appe thit the know-noth-
ings of "Nh:hitn are not nnﬂr willing to make LEW IS
(AR stultify himself, and end Lis long and useful public
career by an act of folly and shame, but are willing to hae-
ard the existence of the Union jtself by a fanatical crusade
againgt the constitutionnl ts of the South, L

From the State of Indians) in the present Congress, we
have seven rats, whose course n great exciting
questions has given nssurances that their principles and
pntriotism are coextensive with the whole country. Five
of these seven have been defeated for on, and fa-
sionists—the modern name for abolitionists—have been, by

the aid of the know-nothings, returned in their stead. The
gnllant young senator from lowa has been su by
srted, if not brought

un abolitionist, (Harlan,) who was aur
forward, by this new y. In TN

ois, every nabienal
demoeritt lwi:u was & candidate for

office had to encounter

the 1 ping opp of the know-nothings.
In wll the elections which have taken place in the North,

the know-nothings have wielded their power and influence

in favor of the M ists or wbolitionists, 1 have not seen
a resolution passed ut lﬁol’ their conventions, or by any
of the legislatores of which they have control, that national

wen can sanction, Not have | been able to find that they
have elected a single man to whom the people of
the South can give their fid The dent

of the men they have elected, g0 fiur ns 1 am informed,
go to show that oll of them are the uncompro-
‘miging epemdes of the South. In the next Congress we
shall see the seats now occupied by men of reputation and
charncter filled by preachers, who bave long since censed
to worship the Most High and to prench Jesus and him
crurlﬁm}} and have substituted in their stead the most ab-
jeet of God's ereated intelligence <the negra ! or by politi-
vinns of one i wition to the South ; or, aa their moh
orators eleguntly term it, “ opposition to the slave power.”
And yet, strange to say, southern men are found to rojoice
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| The Seuate met ot 4
O mwtion by Mr SEWA
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The Senate  resumed
diptomatic wppropriation bl

. WVions
.

about thirty thousand dollars for e
works of the exploring expedition,
|wi1'...-. which was upcd.-l by Mesars, D and
DOUGLAS, and advoca hyi{mn PEA and SEW .
ARD. After some further debute, the smendment wee
ngreed lo—yens 25, anys 18.

[ “Mr. DAWSON submitted am smend e
| $250,600 for continulng the work on the W e
| duct; which wad aduptod—vyens T1, ways 15—as follows

VEAS—Messes. Allon, Badger, Bayard Bonjamin.
Tiright, Brodhead, Butias, Ooc Cooper, o

.
Foot, u‘;;'il Hmnﬁu, Jn-;'n, Jones ;fl Jones of ?:
ewave, Mallory, Mason, Pearce,
%‘r‘“""'{ :%ltuur{ Sumner, Walker, 'w;'.‘:q,‘h"h.. :‘l
rl a1,
NAYR--M . Adamy, B .
Gieyer, uuufuz.'nmﬁ " il:u::"" P, g'--'".m.
ot v Thomwon ureey
i Vadoeth e v )
NISORLLANBOUS RUSINESS.
Mr. BADGER asked and obtained leave to
Washington National

Introduce
bitl to i te Monument
Hoclety.

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate receded from
their amendments to the Military jﬂd:.-z bill, to which
the House hid disagrevd , und the bill is puased.

Mr. HONTER, from the Commitiee on reported
the fortification appropristion bill, with a amend-
ment nppm&:utiu{'sd 300 for the purchase of
tands on ten lsland, in New York harbor; the

amendment having been agreed to, the bill was read »

third time and prased,
The Post Office approprintion Hill was recelved from the
House of Representutives with varfons M‘—‘:
bill.

[l to; and a committes of conference wns
on the disagreeing votes of the two houses on the

AL half-past 12 the Senate adjourned to meet st ten
o'clock, a. m., to-morrow,

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 1858,

The Sennte met at 10 o'clock, s m,

U motion by Mr. BADGER, the reading of the journal
of vesterday was dis with,

The bill from the of Represeutntives for the reliel
of the widow of W, lrving, decensed, wns coosidered and

agsed,
g Mr. RUSK, from the Commities on the Post Office and
Past Roads, to whom wag reforred the joint resolution from

o e T BN e e et .
fully shut their eyes to the fict that the only men elected ‘“";“;‘“"m SRS el B3 MR fuatad
from the North who are willing to concede the just consti- :i.;:ann,d posmage; .

tutional rights of the South are anti-know-n demo- | T 0 e o ol b b 0 veliet
crals, and attempt to mislead the from : T =

tion of the know-nothings in his State. |I
that this chief leader of the abolition party will this day be
re-glected to the Senate of the, United Stateés by the New

York legislature, of which the w-nothings have control.

wse, Mr. Chairman, have been the political fruits lere-
tofore borne by this “American” tree. And 1 have pro-
duped them here to exhibit to nationa] men everywhere
the real objects and ultimate designs of this new organiza-
tiom. *

From them it will be seen thatl the course of the leaders
of this new party inthe North upon the slavery guestion has
been that of bitter, vindietive opposition to southern insti-
tutions. They have openly defied the laws of Congress en-
acted to protect southern men in their rights to their prop-
erty, Tlfe ministers of the (iospel seem to be the lenders
in this slavery excitement. (pposition to l.lumwlnm
up all other articles of their ullFlnux or poli creeds,
and has hetome their sole rule of faith and action. We
of the South are now asked to bury these things in obliv-
ion, and to enter into alliance with our old enemies—the
enemies of theeconstitution, law, and Union—because they
have added two other wrticles to their confession of faith—
proseription of foreigners, und war o the knife upon the
Roman Catholic religion | Those who faver it, from what-
over motives, are only swelling the ranks of the abolition-
ista and religious fanntics, adding fuel to the Hames
which are now consuming the Unfon.  And Iean tell the
gentleman (rom Mary that if that proud Commonwealth
which he has the honor in part to represent, and whose
Catholic founders wmmﬁﬁm to eatablisgh religious
tolerntion in the American colonies, is to bear the reapon-
sihilities and answer for the consequences of this secret
Ediiiuiwdcr." tond of b ing the M of the

nion, she will become the modern Nimeved, to bring down
upon the nation the curses ahhejoda as n punishinent for
its iniquity, To avert puch futal consequences, [ Took to
the u:ﬂ effort of the demoeratic . Many whigs, too,

will *lend lha!pir:g’r " But, sir, if deserted
by all—friends and ( foes—I, for one, will be
found in the line of duty, ba agninst the pernicious
influcaces of this new order ; and if, in my retirement, | do
not pray for * l.hc‘:ndnfllom“l will for the safety of my
own country, and invoke the gods to preserve the honor,
the glory, and the perpstuity of the American Union.

* Since this spoeech waa made Mr. Seward has been re-
elected.

Tue veacit onor AT toe Wesr—The Cleveland Herald

uys:
% Wao have serions feara that peaches have been injured

slavery should not spread to one inoh of the | by the unparalleled severity of the weather.

W A fruit-grower in East Oleveland reports his peaches
killed nponlul‘;:vm trees out of twelve examined In the
city, from w siight exnmination, we think enough fruit-
buds are alive to scoure & fair yield; bot an wnusudl
amount of the wood is killed, even branches of two years

. An extensive hortioulturist on the West Side
m,ﬂh »t:: are sufe ; wnd should we have no loe-storm,
itis Iuiln boped that the eold thus fur has merely thinned

it The Id':: that peaches 'bi.:i
1 of morcury than 10 degrees
3 state of the i
fow gero ia all The m:::'?rw
dry frost cannot kill jusachion.”

A stony ren Tax onspriors—The I:;aniamli Tl.nu"::
» singular dream” of & young ma

mmmuﬂwhusmll Californin.
i, io bis winer's hut, rise from his bed knd
and bowle-knify, sod inupediately afterwards
haud with « dagger in it thrust through an
aperture at the head of the bed and strike upou the pile
Jow, when the brother, with his knife, severed (he hand

{ from the arm, A yell followdd, and the brother looked

through the aperture, saw that there was but one, rasbed oul
and found him dying; baving thrast another kuife into
his body, and dragging him 1o the light, found him to le

pmzcl.hu;b referring
to the fact that Willinm . Seward og-u{h{  por-
gir, | predict

of the legal tives of
cumdandm:p-u
POAT-ROCTE RILL,

Mr, RUSK called ug the bill from the House of ro-
sentatives to establish certain post-rosds, aad it
would be without smendment,

Mr. W ER stated that be had designed offering an
amendment pmvidin& for an express mail between St
Louis, Missouri, and San Francisco, Oalifornia ; but & prop-
osition of that kind having been made in the House of
Representatives, which had been voted down, he would not
detain the Senate by proposing the mmendment so Iate in

the session,

Mr. GWIN stated that he should offer that smendment
The one voted down in the House was for a dally mail,
and be wanted to bave wuklf\‘ il

Mr. RUSK thought that the insertion of that amendment
would result in the defeat of the bill.

Mr. GWIN replied that the propogition which be submit-
ted for o weekly _t.'l;?l‘ﬂ mail, overland, from some point
on the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean, had been re-
ported on favoranbly by the Committee on the Post Office
nud Post Rowds, of which bis friend from Texas was chair-
wan ; and be wns confident that if the amendment was
adopted the House would agree to it

Mr, HUNTER hoped that the senator from Culifornia
would withdraw the amendment, as it met with oppo-

sttion,

Mr, COOPER.  We will vote it down in a momuht.

The question being the amendment was not agroed
to—yeas L0, noys 20-—na follows

YHAS—Messrs, A Bell, Brainerd, Foot,
Gillette, Gorin, Mallory, Morton, Seward, Shiside,

Wate, Walker, und Weller1k.

BJ::-Y&G: Ol Muoo?-”r' i m'wu' gy e
y Cass, Clay, T, Bvans, ]

Jones of low Jamn.lﬂﬁ Prau, » Bobustian, Sti-

q‘c}lll..oiitu:;t, hompeon of Kentuoky, Toomba, Wells, sad

ilson—23,

The bill was then read a third time and passed without
amenidment.

ARMY-APPROPIIATION NILL, ¥TO.

u Mr, BI;TTELDB. fl‘th‘lllar I.bnm commities uftznhnu on t:-
isagrecing voles two houses on the army-appropri-
ation bill, submittdd & report ; which was 1.

Subsequently, & message was received from the House of
Representatives that the of the committes of conler-
ence was not coneurred in by them | and, on motion by
Mr. HUNTER, a second committee of conference waa ap-
pointed. !

The following bills from the House of Representstves
were severall t‘nd n thind time nnd passed |

Bill to establish Colum in the Stste of Misissippi,
Chattancogs, in the State of Tennesses, and Hickwan, in
the Sute of Kentpcky, ports of delivery. .

Bill for the relief of Paul 8. Ridgway, of Ohio.

Bill extending the provisions of the sct of August
1852, entitled "in net to grant the of way to all il
and plank roads and  mackdam m‘gl!n ;-u‘
through the public lands helonging to the United States,
10 the public laads in the Territories of the United Btates.

CIVEL AND DIPLOMATIO APPROPIRIATION MLL.

!

The Sennte i the conmideration of the bill from
| the House of Representatives making for
thio civil and di expenses of t for the

yeur ending the 30th of June, 1856, und for other pur-
Jposes,
Mr. SE\\:AFD. by l’lin-&:l.iould the Committes on Com-

ed an
tious for the erection ot purchase of buildings for custom-
hotises in Lm.uhio.?mmnhﬂoﬁd-.

‘:?ml, Mm}‘.i Mbuu’. lurg, New l“ir

viding for the tip purchise
™ “ﬁﬁ:hmwndh-“-m

tom-houses
004 for New York 75,000
EOREAE adiosss By SRe T
' the direction
eapended wnder P ol

£3

States, the Secretary of the Interior,
ter Goneral. iate

The dment 10 the wad not agreed 1o
and the amendment of the (3 i on was
agreed to.— 34, naye 9,

Mr, U'l;:”mbmlh‘ an

amendment
#83,000 for ahnp‘-iu of the branch mint sm
e amendain! wassubutied by Mr. MALLORY peovidi
| for the settiement of the

| cluims under the troaty
1819 ; which was 8 10, .
The bill was at length tﬁln-dp-d.
FATAL-AFPROPEIATION WILL.
Mr. HENTER, from the Committes on Flusoce,
bu:'lh bill, ﬂ‘rh AR Adnen N
which was 0.




